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3 Only the basic class of the Soviet Republic, which bore all the burdens of the dictatorship as a mass, ekes out a

shamefully pitiful existence
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4 The peasant who received the land did not at the time assert himself as a part of and a full-fledged citizen of the

Soviet Republic.

® This idea finds its reflection in all spheres of human endeavour — beginning with the appointment of a sovereign

for the State, and ending with a sovereign director of the factory.

8 In this way, the two systems quite comfortably live together and square up with one another. But what the outcome

of all this will be, and what duties will the pupils of these teachers of eclectics be able to perform — that is a different
question.

7 We have 500,000 Communists (among whom, we regret to say, there are many ‘strangers’ — stragglers from the

other world — to seven million workers.
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8 Bukharin, however, wanted ‘to bank’ on radicalism in the system of union education,

9 Wherever there is criticism, analysis, wherever thought moves and works, there is life, progress, advancement

forward towards the future.
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10 organisation of control over the social economy is a prerogative of the All-Russian Congress of Producers,...

" Within its ranks, “lower” elements demand freedom of criticism, loudly proclaiming that bureaucracy strangles

them, leaves no freedom for activity or for manifestation of initiative.

12 The third reason enhancing the crisis in the Party is that, in fact during these three years of the revolution, the

economic situation of the working class, of those who work in factories and mills, has not only not been improved,
but has become more unbearable. This nobody dares to deny. The suppressed and widely-spread dissatisfaction
among workers (workers, mind you) has a real justification.
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13 And whatever derisive remarks the leaders of our Party may employ, the Workers’ Opposition is today the only
vital active force with which the Party is compelled to contend, and to which it will have to pay attention.

14 “We could not attend to that; pray, there was the military front.”

5 This group, the Opposition, having no great theoreticians, and if spite of a most resolute resistance from the
most popular leaders of the Party was growing strong and spreading all over labouring Russia.
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' There is no unity, no sense of their identity of needs, demands and aspirations. The leaders are one thing, and

we are something altogether different.
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'8 Trotsky replaces it by the initiative of ‘the real organisers of production’, by Communists inside the unions
(from Trotsky’s report, Dec. 30).

19 (only a part of the vanguard gets back into the trade unions, where the Communist members, however, are
deprived of an opportunity of directing and building up the people’s economy).

20 the unions are not only schools for Communism, but they are its creators as well.
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21 Comrade Trotsky, take pity on us! For this is merely the sphere of house-running

22 Comrade Trotsky, take pity on us! For this is merely the sphere of house-running. If you intend to reduce the
creativeness of the unions to such a degree, then the unions will become not schools for Communism, but places
where they train people to become janitors. It is true that Comrade Trotsky attempts to widen the scope of the ‘self-
activity of the masses’ by letting them participate not in an independent improvement of the workers’ lot, on the
job (only the ‘insane’ Workers’ Opposition goes that far), but by taking lessons from the Supreme Council of the
National Economy on this subject.
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2% During the discussion it seemed to some of our comrades that Trotsky stood for a gradual ‘absorption of the

unions by the state’ — not all of a sudden, but gradually and that he wanted to reserve for them the right of ultimate
control over production, as it is expressed in our programme.
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24 1t is necessary to remember that these organisations have their own particular tasks — these are not tasks of

commanding, supervising or dictating, but tasks in which all may be reduced to one : drawing of the working
masses into the channel of the organised proletarian movement. Thus, teacher Trotsky went too far in his system
of bringing up the masses.
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27 The policy is particularly obvious in the sphere of our foreign trade with the capitalist states, which is just

beginning to spring up: these commercial relations are carried on over the heads of the Russian as well as the
foreign organised workers. It finds its expression, also, in a whole series of measures restricting the self-activity
of the masses and giving the initiative to the scions of the capitalist world.
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28 As far as the centre is conceded, the influence of these petty-bourgeois elements is negligible

2% What has become of the decision taken by the Party Conference in 1920, when it was decided to replace the

practice of appointments by recommendations?
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30 Heartily approving the centralist tendencies of the Soviet government in the sphere of economics, well realising
all the benefits of trustification and regulation of production (this, by the way, is being carried on by capital in all
advanced Industrial , countries), they are striving for just one thing — they want this regulation to be carried on not
through the labour organisations (the industrial unions), but by themselves — acting now under the guise of Soviet
economic institutions — the central industrial committees, industrial centres of the Supreme Council of National
Economy, where they are already firmly rooted.

31 Among all these various groups of the population, our Party, by trying to find a middle ground, is compelled to

steer a course which does not jeopardize the unity of the State interests. The clear-cut policy of our Party, in the
process of identifying itself with Soviet State institutions, is being gradually transformed into an upper-class policy,
which in essence is nothing else but an adaptation of our directing centres to the heterogeneous and irreconcilable
interests of a socially different, mixed, population.

. vy
égawl)}eu‘.ggdldlﬁabc;}t»wéuqyalQ:.z.x;fdnu.iwSLQB):LA;‘;?»):@U!}@J{MPJ!W4.“.’,-;

C,..»:‘fé6‘@@@45:)593;1)}}%&&}5[»;[@):Q:éb_q}:ajsgk&&j)wl:w.:jlx:}ejb&xail)djsét.n;;b}df.ni}i

(l...:ﬁ@ J.L.

15



IM}@TOWJJ&W&‘ﬂ.@‘QYW‘}Q&A‘cla.u)aj,g-w‘gebu‘ééW‘J‘j};&\i;S&f@J}»ﬁb

bl 9%@UL§LTQW>}\ Lg‘a‘)\g:ag&)cb}u@j‘ah-fﬂj@t& Sl (3 98 o eI ) (G990 dx )

.(.x;:.w.aLngrjlq-j\u.\:fﬁl:)wa.u\;;fsa\.xﬁg?@wﬁLg\jijﬁ

03 bl gy o 0 T S o o 0 S ST s i B Solie las Rl 1S SIS ST 5550 50
LWy, c’tﬁijTw&:&héw!a:J{ﬁ\éu\ > 4> .b“:C)Lp‘u':Jé LgGTSH\Jl:@J O35S o i 1y L@JTj\W

JJ‘JGA

.b;»l,&joijf)lf.hlljﬁ::ﬁslﬁLglol.c..:«ul}ﬁ@.aﬁb\wUt):xf‘f&bd\mb\)w&a&cﬁy\V:\xi..aj.s
SIS gt O SIS ol (S5 Sl OLea L) 15 58 Sl by 3 o Job M0l s o 5 OUT (S5
Dsem 3l 835 GG O3B s sl e B 033500 6 58 o &S5 511487 (6,51 O3 &S ik 0 S o0
Ol S5, 5 018, Ct g 3 5 81 (2l 55 ol (bSS 2l OaT LIS (595 31 oy Jls 4 b im 16 5
SIS oS sl el Ko S e 5 sls ST 4l 510K Ml 01,55 33 48 0T o los g o 35 (g1l
L;,ﬁ.u;,|J?)\§§.ujc,:)étﬁ@Mm;\?gmuu{gux?.obﬁaf@té\&b,;wgw?atm:.\Mﬁi

19l ol LW

Lol ool (6 B8 ot S o god o 015, Hhind Sij o allslo Sl b s 51 gl S e 54505 &5
1y S or SIS U8 5151 S o oS okl g5 a3 53 |y S ol el (ALalitl ) (S8 5 4 g L3 (ST o 5l o
e3T 153 BT Lo & il o3l 55 (Ml 4 S Mol & 55 o oysb b s e3T oSl 51 AU SS s L e
Sl St bl S pal Oy Dp8 4 4 S| OB o 355 e sl Bt S ps s st il
JLULP;S.L_..Ug@b@t@w;)!j:@;);M|Jl»ou)'ﬁj‘mf\.w\mt,uwj)sua;}ww\d_;@t;;
6;;;L.;;\6&;@o\}s@‘m@j.u;rjuu,q;féu&ﬂﬁjﬁwU:&;‘.,,'duuj‘,,:flgy:s\,'\,\,g
ajjfjétﬂ;;ul.ul.&aq{433;)\3)jb.;)>'-(55}5}§..b_|ng3}w@dﬁb\.@\a%::f&bd&ﬁ»j&ﬂcfw
D) b 35 p8a 53 O (6 ) Bl (sliael 31 oIS o 4 OT Ul 5 3 oo 5l &S 53 S 46 S5 0o 31

w355 g 51y sy OeSies Cund s Sl LT Sildaline

33 The stronger the Soviet authority becomes, the greater is the number of middle class, and sometimes even openly

hostile elements, joining the Party.

34 Until recently, Soviet policy was devoid of any worked out plan for improving the lot of the workers and their

conditions of life

35To our shame, in the heart of the Republic, in Moscow itself, working people are still living in filthy, overcrowded

and unhygienic quarters, one visit to which makes one think that there has been no revolution at all.
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3% Those will fall out who attempt to evolve into principles the temporary deviations from the spirit of the
Communist programme, that were forced upon the Party by the prolonged civil war, and hold to them as if they
were the essence of our political line of action.
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37 This constitutes another cause bringing a crisis into our Party. And we cannot but pay attention to this cause. It

is too characteristic, too pregnant with possibilities.

38 They ‘decree’ where it is now necessary to create and carry on research.
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39 The Workers’ Republic controlled by the Communists, by the vanguard of the working class, which, to quote
Lenin, has absorbed all the revolutionary energy of the class’, has not had time enough to ponder over and improve
the conditions of all the workers (those not in individual establishments which happened to gain the attention of
the Council of the People’s Commissars in one or another of the so-called ‘shock industries’) in general and lift
their conditions of life to a human standard of existence.
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40 to the working class of Russia has fallen the lot of realising Communism, creating new Communist forms of
economy in an economically backward country with a preponderant peasant population, where the necessary
economic prerequisites for socialization of production and distribution are lacking, and where Capitalism has not
as yet been able to complete the full cycle of its development (from the unlimited struggle of competition of the
first stage of Capitalism to its highest form: the regulation of production by capitalist unions — the trusts).

41 To suppose that this is possible is to forget the incontestable truth that a system of production cannot be changed

by a few individual geniuses, but through the requirements of a class.
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42 Finally, in order to eliminate bureaucracy and make the Party more healthy, it is necessary to revert to the state

of affairs where all the cardinal questions of Party activity and Soviet policy were submitted to the consideration
of the rank and file, and only after that were supervised by the leaders. This was the state of things when the Party
was forced to carry on its work in secret — even as late as the time of the signing of the Brest-Litovsk treaty.
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